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Date: September 14, 13993
To: George Dillon
Chief of Aviation and Marine Branch, FCC
Fax #: (202)634-7651

Dear Mr. Dillon,

As a journalist and editor at one of the nation’s largest sailing
magazines, and as a friend of Mike Plant, I was in a unique and
unsettling position to watch and record events as they unravelled
following Mike’'s disappearance in the North Atlantic last fall,
Knowing what we now know with regard to Mike’s unregistered 406
MHz EPIRB, I'm very encouraged by the steps being taken to ensure
mandatory registration.

Unfortunately, I feel the current rule under proposal is flawed
and inadequate, Though conceived under the best of intentions, it
fails in its ability to constitute real change.

Without a complete and uncompromised roster of users and equip-
ment, the entire premise of the COSPAS/SARSAT system is reduced
to a network of open-ended questione and maddening uncertainty.
The very real technological benefits and possibilites are held
hostage to the equally real human fallacies of forgetfulness and
procrastination.

Please reconsider the provision ¢alling for point-of-sale EPIRB
regiastration. It ig the best, surest way of fulfilling the re-
markable promise of modern gearch-and-rescue advancements and
procedures. I truly believe it ig the final link in a chain that
will save lives and prevent a tragedy like Mike Plant’s from oc-
curing again, _

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

oA M(‘JWQS’

erb McCormick
Executive Editor
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Dear Mr. Dillon:

| It has Been brought to my attention that you were involved
in a change in regulations concerning registration of 406 EPIRBE,

: If I understapd correctly, the new regulation will make the
registration of the 406 EPIRBS mandatory. I would like to
suggest making the registration mandatory at time of purvchsse,

This is|a very simple procedure which can save lives. 1
have been inveolved in off-shore, short-handed racing for many
vears; but only realized after Mike Plant’s disappearance that I
too had not registercd my 406 BE-PERB., In 1993 I had donce two
single-handed trans-atlantic races kack-to-back with a virtuasily
usitless plece of eguipment,

I thirnk! it is critical te make the registration of tLhe 4046
E-PERB mandatory at time of purchase. Thank you for youw
consideration.

Sigceroly, .
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Jean~Pierra Mouligne
NEWPOR'T, RHOGDE I&SLAND
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